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Letter from: Students at Minneapolis Community and Technical College 

 

To all Muslim brothers and sisters, 
 

As you already know by now, the columnist Katherine Kersten of Star Tribune has been writing 

on the issue of Minneapolis Community and Technical College administration’s proposal to 

install foot baths for Muslim students.  

 

This has been a concern to all of us because it affects how we prepare for prayer, especially if 

some of us were to perform (Wudu) in the school.  Some students who perform Wudu in the 

school might have to alter this habit and perform Wudu at home. This is because performing 

Wudu in the school’s restrooms has resulted an injury of a fellow Muslim student and many 

others complains mostly about the condition of restrooms after the Wudu has been performed. 

 

Unfortunately, there are times in which Wudu is forgotten or nullified as many of you including 

us have experienced this situation. As a direct effect, some of us might use the restrooms to 

perform Wudu out of convenience and the necessity to pray. But brothers and sisters this 

decision or choice has greatly contribute to the cause behind the college administration’s 

proposal of installing designated foot-washing room in our campus. This is because the college 

administrators wish to accomplish objectives out of this proposal. First, members want to 

eliminate the primary problem of performing Wudu in the restrooms because this might cause 

more injuries, viewed as safety issue. 

 

 

 Lately, there are a lot of complains about how we perform Wudu or footwashing in the school. 

The college decided that they will construct a facility for foot washing because it is a safety issue 

and customer service for the administration. There are people who oppose to this proposal and 

local media has exaggerated. However, our brothers and sisters we want you to give support this 

great opportunity for Muslims on campus as well as the safety of other students here at MCTC. 

 

Write a statement in respond to the issue done in neutral tone and not offending anyone, please! 

Another one is to contact representatives and inform the facts about the issue, in terms of Wudu 

in the Islamic way. 

All of our voices must be heard. So far it has been heard only from one side (the negative), 

“YOU MUST SPEAK, TOO.” 

Who do you call to address this issue? These are the lists of all representatives 

within Hennepin County and its area. Please say it in the email or the over the phone, it is safety 

issue and costumer service. It is not one religion promotion as Star Tribune has exaggerated. 

Also, there are many college and universities have foot-washing place.  These are the links for 

the issues and visit please what she had said on her column.  
http://www.startribune.com/blogs/kersten/ 

http://www.startribune.com/191/story/1122449.html 

 

 



Karen Clark (DFL) 61A  
* 471 State Office Building 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

(651) 296-0294  

 

E-mail: rep.karen.clark@house.mn 

 

* Prefers interim mail at this address. 

Legislative Assistant: Lauren Benditt (651) 296- 5998  

Committees: Environment and Natural Resources Finance Division; 

Finance; Higher Education and Work Force Development Policy and Finance Division; Housing 

Policy and Finance and Public Health Finance Division (Chair); Ways and Means.  

Senator Linda Berglin (DFL) District 61 

Capitol Office: 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Capitol Building, Room 309 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

651.296.4261 

 

Email: sen.linda.berglin@senate.mn 

  

Committees 

     Finance - Health and Human Services Budget Division, Chair 

     Capital Investment 

     Finance 

     Finance - Public Safety Budget Division 

     Health, Housing and Family Security 

     Rules and Administration 

Special Legislative Concerns 

    Health and welfare, corrections, urban affairs, women's issues, minorities and senior citizens. 

 

United States Representative  
Keith Ellison 
 

The 5th District of Minnesota 

  

 

 



District Office  

The Honorable Keith Ellison 

2100 Plymouth Avenue North  

Minneapolis, MN 55411  

Phone: (612) 522-1212 

Fax: (612) 522-9915  

 

Washington Office 

The Honorable Keith Ellison 

1130 Longworth House Office Building 

Washington, DC 20515  

Phone: (202) 225-4755 

Fax: (202) 225-4886  

Amy Klobuchar 

United States Senator for Minnesota 

 
 

Constituent Advocates Staff 

1 Federal Drive, Henry Bishop Whipple Federal Building, Suite 298, 

Fort Snelling, MN 55111. Phone: 612-727-5220.   

Contact: http://klobuchar.senate.gov/contact.cfm 



 

 

 
 

Washington Office: 
320 Senate Hart Office Building 

Washington, DC 20510 

Main: 202-224-5641 

Fax: 202-224-1152 

Scheduling: 202-228-1503 

 

Minnesota Office in St. Paul: 
2550 University Ave W, Suite 100N 

St. Paul, MN 55114 

Main: 651-645-0323 

Fax: 651-645-3110 

Toll Free: 800-642-6041 

 
Speaker of the House 

Margaret Anderson Kelliher (DFL) 60A  
* 463 State Office Building 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

(651) 296-0171  

 

E-mail: rep.margaret.kelliher@house.mn 

 

 

Senator D. Scott Dibble (DFL) District 60 

Capitol Office: 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  

Capitol Building, Room 111 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 



Capitol Office: 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd.  

Capitol Building, Room 111 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

651.296.4191 

 

Email Address: sen.scott.dibble@senate.mn 

  

  

Committees Bills Authored Legislative Service Biographical Details 

Committees 
Back to Top 

     Energy, Utilities, Technology and Communications 

     Environment and Natural Resources 

     Finance - Economic Development Budget Division 

     Finance - Transportation Budget and Policy Division 

     Taxes 

     Transportation 

 

Michael Paymar (DFL) 64B  
* 543 State Office Building 

100 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Saint Paul, Minnesota 55155 

(651) 296-4199  

 

E-mail: rep.michael.paymar@house.mn 

 

* Prefers interim mail at this address. 

Legislative Assistant: Libby Wyrum (651) 296-5999  

Committees: Finance; Mental Health Division; Property Tax Relief and Local Sales Tax 

Division; Public Safety and Civil Justice; Public Safety Finance Division (Chair).  

Senator Richard J. Cohen (DFL) District 64 View District Map  

Capitol Office: 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Capitol Building, Room 121 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

651.296.5931 

 

  

 
 

Click for larger image 
  



Capitol Office: 

75 Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. 

Capitol Building, Room 121 

St. Paul, MN 55155-1606 

651.296.5931 

 

 

   

Committees 
Back to Top 

     Finance, Chair 

     Capital Investment 

     Finance - Economic Development Budget Division 

     Finance - Higher Education Budget and Policy Division 

     Finance - Judiciary Budget Division 

     Higher Education 

     Rules and Administration 

Congresswoman Betty McCollum 

Washington Office 
1714 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 

(202) 225-6631 

(202) 225-1968 / fax 

Saint Paul Distict Office 
165 Western Avenue North, Suite 17 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 224-9191 

(651) 224-3056 / fax 

By: Students at Minneapolis Community and Technical College  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


